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As these headlines 
show, the Museum 
attracts media 
attention around the 
world. 

First Traveling Exhibit Debuts 
in Virginia 
Jessica Watts, 11, found out how to use Napier's Bones, a 
17th century counting tool. this August. when "Computers in 
Your Pocket: The History of Hand-Held Calculators" opened at 
the Science Museum, Richmond, Organized by The Com­
puter Museum and the Smithsonian Institution Traveling 
Exhibition Service, the exhibit will travel the United States for 
two years, Upcoming bookings include: 

Now through November 13,1988: University of South Caro­
lina, Columbia, SC; December 10, 1988-January 8,1989: 

• Lisa Romerein, 
Richmond Times­
Dispatch 

Children's Museum of Oak Ridge, Oak Ridge, TN; January 
21-February 19,1989: Bergen Museum of Art and Science, 
Paramus, NJ; March II-April 9: Discovery Center, Amarillo, 
TX; April 29-July 16: Science Place, Dallas, TX; September 
23-October 22: Chemung County Historical Society, Elmira, 
NY; November 11, 1989-January 28, 1990: Detroit Science 
Center, Detroit. MI; February 17-March 18: Denver Museum 
of Natural History, Denver, CO; May 26--August 12: Cum­
berland Museum and Science Center, Nashville, TN, 
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Museum's Impact 
Spans Globe 
As I write, a BBC film crew from Lon­
don is in the next gallery shooting a 
science show called "Electric Avenue," 
Last week, Great Britain's national 
newspaper, the Guardian, interviewed 
Curator Oliver Strimpel. This August. 
Belgium's Sabina Airlines magazine 
also featured the Museum, 

Major stories have appeared every­
where from France, Denmark, and 
Germany to China, Japan, and the 
Soviet Union, This is not surprising, 
Over the last few years, the Museum 
has attained international prominence, 
The interest has been spurred by our 
exhibitions and the growing popular 
fascination with computers, 

As a result. more than 10 percent of 
our total visitors come from beyond t.'1e 
United States, and we have members 
in 14 countries, 

Being the world's only Computer 
Museum, we have become a model of 
the use of computers in informal 
educational settings, Delegations from 
new institutions around the world 
signify that the future will see many 
special places for informal learning 
with computers, Groups from Australia, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Jamaica, and the Soviet Union have 
recently visited to learn how to adapt 
some of our exhibitions and programs 
to their settings, 
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The collection has some of the most 
significant materials on computing 
from around the world, benefiting from 
the activities of Board Members, Dr. 
Koji Kobayashi sent over the NEe's 
NEAC 2203. Built in 1958, it is the oldest 
surviving Japanese transistorized com­
puter. 

Sir Arthur Humphries arranged to 
reproduce a film of the Leo 1, the first 
English commercial computer, This 
classic film shows the initial computer 
program dOing the first fully automatic 
accounting, 

Professor Brian Randell, who chaired 
the original Collections Committee, 
organized the collecting of parts of 
such prototype English computers as 
the EDSAC, Colossus, and Manchester 
Mark L He is now tracking down the 
BESSM-6, the classic Russian computer, 

The international efforts require long­
term cultivation and sensitive treat­
ment. I want to keep all the present 
efforts going and add to them by 
producing brochures in multiple lan­
guages to better serve the Japanese, 
French, German, and Spanish speak­
ing visitors who increasingly visit and 
inquire about the Museum, 

I want to thank you for your ideas and 
support, Both are essential to the 
ongoing process of improving the 
Museum for everyone, 

J::~en 
Executive Director 
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A Salute to our Supporters! 
Individual and corporate membership income supports the Museum's continuing educational and exhibit programs. 
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