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A NEWS RELEASE

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
AND THE COMPUTER MUSEUM
FORGE UNPRECEDENTED JOINT COLLECTING AGREEMENT

Boston, MA - The Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of American
History, and The Computer Museum have signed an historic collaborative
agreement which promises to enhance the computing collections of both
institutions. '

"This is the first such formal joint collecting agreement the
Smithsonian has made with a museum of the stature of The Computer Museum,"
said Dr. Arthur P. Molella, chairman of the Department of the History of
Science and Technology, at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American
History, and a member of The Computer Museum’s Board of Directors.

The joint arrangement with the Division of Computers, Information, and
Society of the National Museum of Amerizan History is broad in scope,
affecting historical research, preservation and exhibitry.

The two institutions will cooperate in: creating a common catalogue
or database of their collections, exchanging artifacts, sharing information
about programs, research, exhibiting and publications, formally by sitting
on committees, and informally through regular visits. In addition, the
museums will explore joint internships to scholars in order to foster
research at both institutions and the formation of a data link to improve
the exchange of information.

"The field is so large and there is so much to do that it’s necessary
for us to make agreements in important collecting fields with the leading
specialized museums," Dr. Molella explained. The Computer Museum, located
in Boston, Massachusetts, is the only museum in the world devoted entirely
to computers and their impact on society.

"We’ve cooperated in the past,"” he added. "The agreement is another
instance of collaboration on an importént technological issue shared by our
institutions."

"Clearly, the cémputing field has ‘come of age," said Joseph F. Cashen,
executive director of The Computer Museum, "when a specialized museum such
as ours and an institution as prominent as the Smithsonian make this kind

of an agreement."
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"Collecting should not be a competitive game," said Dr. Gwen Bell,
founding president of The Computer Museﬁm. "The agreement is a win-win
situation for both museums. A specialized museum such as ours can focus on
its mission, which is to collect, educate and inspire the public about the
evolution of computing."

Now, with a common catalogue or database, "we cén both do the best
exhibitions possible," said Dr. Bell..In effect, "we are building a single
collection, which keeps us from being redundant and is more time and cost
efficient."

The common catalogue will also foéter the historical studies of
researchers and increase the general public’s access to both museums, which
will prevent collections from being "lost in some dusty old basement, where
they do no one any good," Dr. Bell explained.

Among the artifacts already on loan to The Computer Museum from the
Smithsonian: UNIMATE 1, one of the first industrial robots, Odex-1, the
first commercially available walking rdbot, and a part of ENIAC, the first
true electronic computer. In turn, The Computer Museum will cooperate with
the Smithsonian on their major upcoming exhibit on the information
revolution in America.

According to Cashen, such cooperative agreements between museums and
educational institutions are part of The Computer Museum’s long-term
strategy "because they benefit the public and all the institutions
involved. This agreement is the first of its type the Smithsonian has
signed. We hope to forge such agreements with other institutions in the
future."

The National Museum of American History, in Washington, DC, 'is devoted
to the exhibition, care and study of artifacts that reflect the experience
of the American people, and offers a variety of scholarly and public
programs which interpret that experience, according to the museum.

With the largest collection of computer hardware in the world, as well
as the most extensive assortment of rohots, The Computer Museum has as its
mission the preservation of artifacts, ithe study of their role in society
and the education of the public with hands-on exhibits that are both fun
and educational.

The Computer Museum became a private non-profit institution in 1982
and is funded through corporate and individual support, admissions,

foundation and government grants.
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June 27, 1988
Allison Stelling, Registrar
The Computer Museum
300 Congress Street
Boston,MA 02210

Dear Allison:

A great pleasure to meet and talk with you in Boston the week before last.
It was a very good trip both before and after Boston, and I got back last week
very enthusiastic about the possibilities for The Computer Museum. In
particular, I look forward to working with you to bring the joint catalog to
fruition.

To confirm our conversation of Friday the 17th (and please call or write and
tell me if this does not square with your understanding and recollections).
Within a month of our conversation, you will send me: 1. a list of all of the
fields you are currently using and 2. the maximum length of those fields. My
job is to finish our thing within a month and so that I can turn my attention
to your lists and get them into the combined database.

I hope to have our material into RBase V by July 22. If you could have an
ASCII version of your stuff to me around that time I could get to work on it
and perhaps have a version by September 1st.

Please do get dBase III+. It is as close to a standard for database
interchange as there is, and really has some very good features if you want to
do anything fancy and flexible. Many feel it still has the best database
procedural programming language.

There may be another alternative. Gwen mentioned that you are using an ATT
database which is supposed to be a clone of dBase III+. I think we should
work toward the following standard: whatever any of us may use as a database
program in day-to-day work, our software must be able to put out a version
which can be taken directly into dBase III+. If you can get your stuff into
that form with the ATT clone, that would be fine. In any event, I would love to
get the material on or about July 22.

o\
Jon Eklund, Curator
Camputers, Information
and Society

Smithsonian Institution - Washington, D.C. 20560
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